myLOCALS
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Our place, your power.

Community Solar Guidebook
Welcome to the myLocal Solar Community

our place
YOUR POWER.
myLOCAL Solar is PVREA’s Community Solar program that allows members to subscribe to the output of
solar panels at Coyote Ridge Community Solar Farm.
Instead of going through the hassle of putting solar on your roof or having to come up with large sums of
money for upfront costs, be a part of your co-op’s community solar farm. The energy produced by your
subscribed solar panels will be credited to your monthly bill. Easy, convenient, and hassle-free.
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The Benefits of Community Solar
It’s for everyone.
•

Shaded roof, live in an apartment or other obstacles? Community solar allows all PVREA members to
participate in renewable energy, regardless of the set-up of their home or where they live.

•

Perfect for renters who want solar energy.

It’s flexible and affordable.
•

Coming together to build one, large central project reduces installation costs.

•

Sizing is flexible—members can choose their level of interest to fit their budget.

•

No obligation—members can opt out at any time.

•

Members can save money throughout the life of the program.

It’s easy.
•

No hassling with maintenance—we’ll take care of that!

•

No equipment at your home or business—these solar panels are centrally located and highly efficient to
get the most out of the sun’s potential.

•

See the credits and savings right on your electric bill.

It’s local.
•

Your panels are located right in our community—the Coyote Ridge Community Solar Farm is at the
Larimer County Landfill.

•

This solar project was put together by your fellow co-op members, neighbors, and others from the
community.
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Pricing and Sizing of Your System
The Cost
One-time Initial Payment:

$48 per panel

Monthly Subscription Fee: $3.46 per panel, per month

•

Members pay for their solar panel subscription directly on their electric bill each month throughout the life of
the 20-year project (the project began in 2017).

•

All members still pay the monthly facilities charge to cover the cost of having 24/7 electricity available at your
home and/or business.

•

PVREA is the owner and operator. The co-op uses 20% of the energy output to cover the maintenance and
operation costs. Hassle-free, so you don’t have to worry about it.

Your Subscription
•

Use our subscription calculator at www.pvrea.coop/mylocalsolar to help determine your subscription
size and cost.

•

Minimum 3 panel subscription.

•

Members’ subscription can be sized up to 120% of your annual energy usage, or 25 kW per account,
whichever is less.

Solar for our Non-profit Organizations
Special pricing options are available for non-profit
organizations who are PVREA members. Call the myLocal
Solar line at 970-377-6651 or email mylocalsolar@pvrea.coop
to request more information.

4

How to Determine Your Subscription Size
1. Determine how much energy you’ve used in the past 12 months:
a. Total each month’s kilowatt-hour (kWh) usage from the past year to figure your annual energy 		
usage. Your kWh usage is found on your electric bill or in SmartHub.
2. Do the math to figure how many panels you need to subscribe.
a. Figure your annual kWh usage and divide by 475 (the anticipated yearly kWh output of each 		
solar panel). Then multiply by the percentage of energy usage you wish to offset with local solar to
figure the number of solar panels you need to subscribe.
Annual kWh usage

X

=

% of energy offset

# of panels

475 kWh/panel/yr

Need Help?
Call the Solar Line
or use our online
calculator.

Example
John Doe’s Subscription Size
Member John Doe used a total of 11,844 kWh in the last 12 months and wants to
subscribe enough solar panels to offset his energy use 100%.
11,844 kWh

X

=

100%

25 panels

475 kWh/panel/yr

John Doe’s Subscription Costs & Credits
One-time Initial Payment to enter into the program:

$1,200.00

myLocal Solar Subscription Recurring Monthly Charge: $86.50/month
myLocal Solar Subscription Monthly Credits: 		

$90.00

(How the monthly subscription credit is figured: One panel will, on average, generate 40 kWh per month in the
first year of production. 40 kWh x 25 panels = 1,000 kWh/month. 1,000 kWh x .09 [PVREA’s kWh rate] = $90.
Please note, solar panels will produce less over time, and there are seasonal variations of energy output. Refer
to PVREA’s online solar calculator for more detailed data.)

John Doe’s Electric Bill
Facilities Chg					

$24.50

Kwh Charge (987 kWh @ 0.9396)		

$92.38

Community Solar Chg (25 panels @ $3.55)

$86.50

Community Solar Credit (1,000 kWh @ 0.09396) -$90.00
Current Charges Due				$113.38
*John was a part of the Coyote Ridge Community Solar Farm this month AND he saved
$3.50 on his electric bill!
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What If I Can’t Afford It?
PVREA has partnered with non-profit GRID Alternatives and the Colorado Energy Office to provide access to
solar energy to all PVREA residential members regardless of income level through the PV for All program. Income
guidelines vary by county and the number of people in the household. The program is currently full, but members can
be put on a waiting list to get into the program. Refer to this chart to see if you are income-qualified.
Members in the program will see immediate savings on the energy portion of their bill! Contact GRID Alternatives
at 303-968-1326 or email colorado@gridalternatives.org to see if you qualify and get on the waiting list, or visit our
website at www.pvrea.coop/pvforall.

Made Possible By Your Community
In partnership with GRID Alternatives and the Colorado
Energy Office, this opportunity was made possible with
local community volunteers’ time, energy, and money. If
you want to help put solar power and jobs where they’re
needed most, donate to GRID Alternatives today! Donate
online at www.gridalternatives.org/colorado.
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Enrollment
1. Complete and sign the myLocal Solar Program Participation Agreement.
Sign a Participation Agreement to participate in the myLocal Solar program. You can request the Agreement by
mail or find the agreement online at www.pvrea.coop/mylocalsolar. There is a separate application for the PV for All
program.

2. Make the one-time initial payment through your electric bill.
Your initial payment will be billed on your next electric bill.

3. Start receiving your local solar credits!
Your monthly bill will reflect your solar subscription cost and subscription credit, directly on your electric bill.
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The Impact on Your Wallet
See the Savings. After the one-time initial payment, see the savings on your electric bill throughout
the year. Each month as you pay for your subscription, you’ll also have solar credits added right to your
bill. Use the energy at your home or business, and offset it at the same time with solar energy! Easy, and
hassle-free.
When is My Payback? After your one-time initial payment, members’ solar subscription will generate
energy to offset their energy costs on their bill. Over the course of a year, members will have saved money
on their electric bill. Members will see a return on their one-time initial payment around year 12. In this
particular example this member, who purchased 25 panels, recoups their initial payment in year 12.

*Assumptions: Electricity prices increase at 1.25% per year. Solar production declines at 0.5% per
year and each panel produces 475 kWh in year 1.

The Impact in Your Community
Repurposing Land. These solar panels sit on land previously used to support landfill
operations, and is right next to PVREA power lines, creating an easy route for solar energy to
go onto the existing grid.
More Renewable Energy. Your local solar subscription supports an increase in PVREA’s
use of renewable energy. PVREA members already receive more than 27% of their energy
from renewable energy sources. Your subscription adds to it.

Helping Conserve Our Natural Resources. Each panel in the community solar farm
will reduce carbon emissions by approximately 880/lbs. per year. Using EPA estimates, this is
the same impact as swapping out 14 40-Watt incandescent light bulbs to LEDs or reducing
driving by 950 miles.

It’s local. Coyote Ridge Community Solar Farm was built with local hands and produces
energy for us to use right in our community.
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About Coyote Ridge Community Solar Farm
The Coyote Ridge Community Solar Farm is located at the Larimer County Landfill on Taft Hill Road.
Around 6,000 solar panels follow the sun from east to west, and cover nine acres of land. Situated on land
previously used to support landfill operations, the Coyote Ridge Community Solar Farm provides energy
that is produced locally and used locally. The land under the solar panels is reseeded with native grasses.
Partnerships with Larimer County, GRID
Alternatives and the Colorado Energy Office
made this unique project possible. This solar
farm is a community based project with
a majority of the community solar panels
allocated to PVREA members who are incomequalified and non-profit organizations. The
remaining solar panels are available for all other
Cooperative members throughout Larimer,
Weld and Boulder counties.
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Questions?

Online
www.pvrea.coop/mylocalsolar

Call the Community
Solar Line

mylocalsolar@pvrea.coop

970-377-6651

mylocalsolar@pvrea.coop
www.pvrea.coop/mylocalsolar
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